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Clergy, Religious & People,
Diocese of Vellore

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

24-08-2011

Hearty Congratulations !
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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

Love and wishes!

I am happy to back from Rome! The Ad Limina Apostolorum
was a moment of grace and strength. The meetings with
the Holy Father were indeed joyful encounters. I could
realize that our priests, religious and our people are in
communication with the Holy Father.

I will give a few important events that took place. We
reached Rome on the evening of 7th June, 2011.  Our group
was made up of two regions: - Tamilnadu and Chatisgar.
We were 22 bishops altogether. In keeping with the tradition
we began our visit by celebrating mass at the Tomb of St.
Peter after which we visited the tomb of Pope John Paul II.
Every day we visited two departments which were fixed
earlier. The meeting was cordial. They had already
assessed our reports. We also spoke about the situation
and expectation of our regions. Usually the Holy Father,
as they say, met the bishops individually. May be due to
his age and time constraint, the Holy Father met us in
small groups. But he gave 10 minutes to each bishop to
speak about their dioceses. The Holy Father was very
cordial and showed lot of interest.

We, in keeping with the tradition, celebrated mass at the
tomb of St. Paul, the Lateran Basilica which is the
cathedral of the Holy Father and Mary Major. I did
remember all our priests, religious, catechists and all
people, both Catholics and non-Catholics. They were a
special moment of grace.

Everyday, all bishops as a body met two decastries and
had a sharing of views, problems and possibilities. It was
a first experience for me. On the last day, 17th June, 2011,
Holy Father met us all together. He gave his final message
and gave each one of us a spectoral cross. Here below I
give the important parts of the message:
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“One of the ways in which the communion of the Church
is most clearly manifested is in the particularly important
relationship that exists between you and your priests,
whether diocesan or religious, who share and exercise
with you the one priesthood of Christ. Together in your
Dioceses, you form one priestly body and one family, of
which you are the father (cf. Christus Dominus, 29). Thus,
you are to be supportive of your priests, your closest
collaborators, and to be attentive to their needs and
aspirations, showing solicitude for their spiritual,
intellectual and material well-being. They, as sons and
co-workers, are called in turn to respect your authority,
working cheerfully, humbly and with complete dedication
to the good of the Church, but always under your direction.
The bonds of fraternal love and mutual concern which
you foster with your priests will become the basis for
overcoming any tensions that may arise, and will promote
those conditions which are most propitious for the service
of the people of God, edifying them spiritually, leading
them to know their worth and to assume the dignity which
is theirs as children of God. Moreover, the witness of the
reciprocal love and service between you and your priests
– without regard for caste or ethnicity but focused upon
the love of God, the spread of the Gospel and the
sanctification of the Church – is earnestly desired by the
people you serve. They look to you and your priests for a
model of holiness, friendship and harmony that speaks to
their hearts and teaches by example how to live the new
commandment of love.

Religious men and women also look to you for guidance
and support. The witness of your own deep love for Jesus
Christ and his Church will serve to inspire them as they
devote themselves with perfect poverty, chastity and
obedience to the life to which they have been called. They
will be confirmed in their selfless dedication by your faith,
example and trust in God. In this way, in union with them,
you will bear ever greater witness before the men and
women of our day to the fact that, while the form of this
world is passing away (cf.1 Cor 7:31), whoever does the
will of God abides forever (cf.1 Jn 2:17).
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The radiant witness of consecrated life is of course a
treasure not only for those graced with vocation to it, but
also for the entire Church. Through close cooperation with
religious Superiors, continue to ensure that the members
of Religious Institutes in your Dioceses live their particular
charisms in their fullness and in harmony with the priests
and lay faithful. In addition to ensuring that they receive
a solid human, spiritual and theological foundation, see
that they are provided with thorough ongoing formation
that will help them mature in all aspects of consecrated
life. Because of the unique contribution made by all
Religious, women and men, contemplative and active, to
the mission of the Church, and because of their role as
protagonists of evangelization through prayer and
supplication, education, health care, charity and other
apostolates, their charisms will surely continue to
strengthen the entire ecclesial community and enrich
wider society. In a particular way, I wish to express the
church’s appreciation of the many women Religious of the
Church in India. They bear witness to its holiness, vitality
and hope. They offer countless prayers and perform
innumerable good works, often hidden, but nevertheless
of great value to the up-building of God’s kingdom. I ask
you to encourage them in their vocation, and to invite
young women to consider a similar life of fulfillment
through love of God and service to others.

With these thoughts, dear Brother Bishops, I express my
fraternal affection and esteem. Invoking upon all of you
the maternal intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church,
and assuring you of my prayers for you and for those
entrusted to your pastoral care, I gladly impart my Apostolic
Blessing as a pledge of grace and peace in the Lord.”

While we were in Rome, Fr. Bosco of Chingleput Diocese
organized our programme. He was like a Guardian Angel
and did an excellent job of it. Fr. Jagadesh and
Fr. Thangaraj were very helpful. Fr. Jagadesh is doing
very well in his studies and he will finish his doctorate
within time.  Fr. Thangaraj has completed his Licentiate
and probably will continue for his doctorate.



5

After the Ad Limina Visit, I went over to USA to the Diocese
of Lacrosse. It is near Chicago. Four of our priests are
ministering there. Frs. Victor Inbaraj, John Robert,
Sagayanathan and Peterraj. All four of them have been
appointed as Pastors. It is a great privilege. I must say
with delight, that all four of them are doing an excellent
job. The people really love them and take care of them
well. They have established a beautiful relationship and
built up the catholic communities. I went to meet the
bishop, Bishop William. He welcomed me warmly and
expressed his delight in our priests. I also met the curia
who were happy with our priests and promised help to our
Diocese.

Then I went to Las Angeles to meet Fr. John Peter. He too
is doing a marvelous ministry, very popular with youth.
His brother Fr. Albert and he took care of me well. They
had sacrificed their time and money to make my stay
comfortable. The people there too were very appreciative
of his work.

Finally I met all of them together, and asked Fr. Victor
Inbaraj to co-ordinate mission preaching for our diocese.
He will contact bishops and organize the programme and
may invite other priests who are in Europe to come to
help. Then I spent three days with my nephew at Mitchigon
and finally returned to India safe and sound.

I must thank the Lord and our Blessed Mother for their
presence and guidance.
Let us pray for our priests who are working or studying in
abroad.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB.D.D
Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

04 Thu St. John Maria Vianney Feast, Chetpet

06 Sat Flag Hoisting, Chennai

10 Wed ITI Inauguration, Thenimalai

11 Thu Adoration Monastery, Rangapuram

15 Mon  M The Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary

Feast, Cathedral, Vellore

 E First Mass, Pulivanandal

18 Thu Jubilee Mass, Sennathur

19 Fri Youth Commission Meeting, Trichy

20 Sat Jubilee Mass, Tanjur

21 Sun Confirmation, T.V Malai.

24 Wed Monthly Recollection

26 Fri Kollappalur

27 Sat Education Committee, Chennai

29 Mon KGF

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Priests' Get-together - 4 August 2011

The Feast of St. Maria Vianney, the Patron of the parish

priests will be celebrated on 4 August 2011 at Matha Hill,

Chetpet. I request all the Fathers to be present at Madha

Hill and participate in the Conference and Holy Mass.

Programme :

09.30 am Arrival and Coffee

10.00 am Conference

11.00 am Holy Mass-Most Rev. Dr. P.Soundararaju, SDB.,

01.00 pm Dinner & Departure
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2. Recollection for the Month of August will be on

    Wednesday, 24 August, 2011 (9.00am - 8.00pm)

3. Anniversary of Episcopal Ordination of our Bishop

On 24 August 2011 our Bishop Most Rev.

Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB will complete five years of his

Episcopal Ordination. Let us celebrate the day with

Eucharistic Sacrifice at the Cathedral at 6.00 pm and

thank the Lord for the gift of our Bishop and for his leading

the Diocese in the Footsteps of the Good Shepherd.

I request all religious priests, and religious communities

to participate in the Holy Mass and felicitations at the

Cathedral. We shall have our usual Monthly Recollection

Programme in the morning (9.00 am - 1.00 pm)

Programme :

05.45 pm Vesting at Cathedral Parish House

06.00 pm Concelebrated Holy Eucharist presided by our

Bishop

07.30 pm Felicitations

08.00 pm Dinner

04. POOR CLARE SISTERS CELEBRATE 800 YEARS OF

       FOUNDING OF THE ORDER

On the night of Palm Sunday of 1211 a young noble woman

of Assisi fled from her paternal home in order to reach

clandestinely the little Church of the Porziuncula in Assisi,

where Francis and his Friars lived.  She desired to follow
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his evangelical ideal and with her newly received tonsure,

she embarked on a life of penance and consecration which,

at the time, was unusual and original. Her period of

penance will first begin at the Monastery of the Benedictine

Sisters of St. Paul, and lastly at the Church of San Damiano

of Assisi.  It was here that Clare began receiving different

young women of the area and soon after from different

social background and from all over the continent. 

Noteworthy is the originality of the evangelical intuition

of St. Clare and the fact that she was the first medieval

woman to draw up a rule for women, thus giving rise to a

movement of extraordinary importance for the life of both

the Church and the world.

The Poor Clare Sisters are Celebrating 800 Years of the

founding of the Order of St. Clare from 2011 to 2012.  On

this happy and historical occasion Holy Father Benedict

XVI grants a Plenary Indulgence which may be gained

once a day during the jubilee year and which may be

applied also for the souls of the faithful in Purgatory, under

the usual conditions properly fulfilled (i.e. Sacramental

Confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer according

to the intention of the Pope), if they participate devoutly

in some jubilee celebration or pious exercise, or if they

dedicate themselves at least for a certain amount of time

to pious meditation, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer,

any legitimate formula of the Profession of Faith, and

invocations of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Francis and St

Clare of Assisi.
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“This indulgence may be gained by all the faithful: once in

each church on any day freely chosen; on every occasion

they take part in devout pilgrimages as a group to the

aforesaid holy places; The elderly, the infirm and those

who cannot leave home for a serious reason can also obtain

the Plenary Indulgence if they sincerely repent of all their

sins and have the intention of fulfilling at the earliest

opportunity the three usual conditions, and if they unite

themselves spiritually with the jubilee celebrations,

offering their prayers and sufferings to the God of mercy

through the intercession of Mary.”(Apostolic Penitentiary

Prot. N. 503/11/1)

The light which shone from St. Clare and her first

community 800 years ago in Assisi and far beyond,

continues to shine brightly from her community, ‘SAN

DAMIANO’ Adoration Monastery at Rangapuram in our

Diocese. While thanking Mother Maria Goretti and all the

sisters of the community for their support through prayer

and penance, we wish them all a very Happy Jubilee Year.

May St.Clare herself bless all her religious sisters

throughout the world and all who endeavour to follow her

blessed way of life!

5. New Telephone Directory - 2012

New Telephone Directory for the year 2012 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your Parish, Institution and your
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personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory 2011.

If anything to be corrected or added, please do inform the

Bishop’s Secretary before the end of September 2011 and

help us to bring out the new Telephone Directory 2012 in

time. (Secretary Cell No : 94864 24003, 91764 28261)

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General

PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2011

B/F 263204

1 Boodhamangalam 500

2 Mekkalur 500

3 Vaniyambadi 1000

4 Arcot 600

5 Veppoor 1000

6 Old Town 5600

7 Vandavasi 11570

8 Cluny Convent - Kaveripakkam 1000

9 C.Namiandal 5000

10 Pallalakuppam 300

11 Santhavasal 3000

12 Theresapuram 1000

13 Thirumalpadi 500

14 Udayarakuppam 2000
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15 Nelliyankulam 500

16 Koviloor 2000

17 Pulivanandal 400

18 Kolappalur 1000

19 Nallur 600

20 Mazhuvankarunai 1700

21 Arni 9350

22 Polur 1500

Total 50620

Fr. S. Arulappan

Procurator

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE

CRI Annual Meeting

Dear Rev.Fathers / Sisters / Brothers,

Greetings form Bishop's House, Vellore!

My Sincere appreciations and thanks for your wonderful

service to the people of our Diocese. I am indeed happy to

inform you about the annual meeting for Religious that is

going to be held on 10 September  2011, Saturday at our

Biship's House, Vellore.

Tamilnadu Bishops have declared this year as the year of

"Catechesis". The theme for the meeting is "Catechesis".

The Bishop requests that all superiors and principals,

Headmasters and Headmistresses of all your institutions

12

to attend this meeting without fail. Please note down the

date in your diary and avoid any excuse. As this meeting

has its own paramount importance, I ask you not to

delegate somebody else.

Thanks for your co-operation in this regard.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan

Director, CPC.

MANAGER'S OFFICE

POOR EDUCATION FUND COLLECTION FROM THE

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS DURING 2011-2012 AS ON

29-06-2011 TO 19-07-2011

STATEMENT OF RECEIPT
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I thank all the correspondents and Principals of the above

given schools and Educational Institutions for their

contribution towards the poor children's education fund. I

request those who have not yet sent their contribution to

do so on or before 31.08.2011. Kindly contribute generously

towards this noble cause.

Thanking and assuring you of my prayers!

Fr. C. Dayalaraj

Manager

VELLORE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION - 2011
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TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

����������� � Thiruvannamalai RPT Meeting for NFE Staffs
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Rev. Fr. M.John Nicholas

Director - TVMSSS.

DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS

Family Commission

On 20.06.2011 there was a meeting for all the secretaries of

Family Commission at the Regional Commission Centre,

Puthur, Trichy. It was a General Body meeting as well.

Different topics were discussed in the meeting Xi� "�5�5 

��U&9���=���f[ ���D�'&��'(��%7�K����!i�dL>��7
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*;�=��	���� 3)The demand of some families and marriage

partners to produce a certificate proving HIV free was also

discussed. ^i� 

g�	�;����������[3�'����%[�3����

���+,��%[�3���-U���%[���/

Health Commission

On 10.06.2011 the enlarged bound meeting of CHAT was

held at Perambalur Social Service Society, Kavupalayam.

In the meeting they discussed on the progress of 14th

Health Convention and AGBM of CHAT which will be held

at Pastoral Centre, Santhome, Chennai. Committees were

given various activities. Sr. Kulandai, vice president of

our DHA attended the meeting. Mr. Kumaravel gave a talk

on "Natural Medicine" in the afternoon session. He spoke

in detail on how one must take care at one's body and

learn to read the needs of one's body.

On 18.06.2011 we had our DHA meeting in VSSS hall.

Since the doctor was not available. We shared among

ourselves our experiences on treatment with Herbal

Medicine. It was very useful. Then we discussed about

the CHAT convention and AGBM and the need to participate

in it.

On 7th and 8th July 2011 the Health Convention and 14th

Annual General Body meeting at CHAT was held at the

pastoral centre, Santhome Chennai. The theme was

"Community Action for Health" The convention started with

the concelebrated High Mass at 9.00.a.m. on 7th July.

Archbishop Most Rev. A.M.Chinnappa, D.D.SDB., was the
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main celebrant. Most Rev.Peter Remigius  Bishop of Kottar

and Rev.Fr. Tomi Thomas CHAI Director General and 4

other priests joined the concelebration. I represented our

diocese.

At 10.30 we had the inagural session Archbiship

A.M.chinnappa said that our Holy Father congratulated

the good and sacrificing works done by the women religious

in the field of health care mission and the bishops were

asked to support and encourage them.

Most Rev. Peter Remigius bishop spoke on the preventive,

curative and promative health cares. 160 participants

attended the meeting from all over Tamilnadu.

Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyoti
Director
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Ordination Day

+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB, D.D
                                             (Episcopal) 24.08.2006
Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 28.08.1981

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 28.08.1981

Birth Day

Rev. Fr. C.Antony Chinnappa Xavier 01.08.1976

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 02.08.1971

Rev. Fr. A. Motchanathan 05.08.1969

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 06.08.1981

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 08.08.1975

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 12.08.1962

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Rosario 13.08.1980

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 14.08.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 14.08.1972

Rev. Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 16.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 19.08.1954

Rev. Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 20.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Lawrence 23.08.1972

Rev. Fr. S. Francis 24.08.1976

Rev. Fr. D. Amalaraj 29.08.1950

Intentions

Let us pray that the World Youth Day taking place in Madrid

may encourage all the young people of the world to root

and found their lives in Christ.

Let us pray that Christians of the west, docile to the action

of the Holy Spirit, may re-encounter the freshness and

enthusiasm of their faith.
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Calendar

01 Mon St. Alphonse Liguori
04 Thu St. John Maria Vianney
06 Sat The Transfiguration of the Lord
07 Sun 19th  Ordinary Sunday
08 Mon St. Dominic
09 Tue St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
10 Wed St. Lawrence
11 Thu St. Clare
14 Sun 20th Ordinary Sunday
15 Mon The Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary
16 Tue St. Stephen of Hungary
20 Sat St. Bernard
21 Sun 21st Ordinary Sunday
23 Tue St. Rose of Lima
24 Wed St. Bartholomew
25 Thu St. Louis
27 Sat St. Monica
28 Sun 22nd Ordinary Sunday
29 Mon The Beheading of St. John the Baptist

Necrology

Most Rev. Louis Mathias SDB 03.08.1965
Rev. Msgr. John Mora SDB 05.08.1961
Rev. Fr. A. Fernandez 05.08.1995
Rev. Fr. Paul Bazgier SDB 07.08.1965
Rev. Fr. L. M. Arul 17.08.1974
Rev. Fr. Amaladoss Anthonysamy SDB 20.08.1983
Rev. Fr. G. J. Lawson 22.08.1987
Rev. Fr. Jegaraj SDB 29.08.1988
Most Rev. Hubert D’ Rosario SDB 30.08.1994


